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The first Social Sciences Winter School in Karachi, jointly organized by the Centre for South Asian 
Studies in Paris (CEIAS, CNRS-EHESS) and the Ins�tute of Business Administra�on (IBA), will be held 
in Karachi in November 2022. It will address issues at the interface between ci�es, urban change, and 
heritage management with different thema�c focus, scales of interpreta�on, theore�cal ques�oning 
and methodological frameworks, and in interac�on with various local and interna�onal stakeholders. 
The theme chosen for this first edi�on in Karachi is at the intersec�on of the mul�disciplinary field of 
urban studies and heritage studies. Furthermore, the innova�ve character of the Winter School comes 
from the emphasis on the use of advanced methodological and technological tools which are descri-
bed below.

Within the framework of this intensive training in social sciences, the urban ques�on will be 
approached more par�cularly from the angle of the rela�ons between heritage and territory. By 
heritage, we mean all tangible and non-material assets, with a double dimension, both individual and 
collec�ve, public and private, which can be appropriated and mobilized by various segments of society 
for their own quali�es. Heritage is increasingly seen as a territorial resource at the service of local 
development projects, urban and regional planning policies, as well as broader iden�ty-based underta-
kings. What is the nature and scale of the social, spa�al and poli�cal processes of heritage develop-
ment in the Pakistani context? What are the social and ins�tu�onal arrangements involved in the 
process of heritage development? How is the "architectural space" ar�culated with a networked "heri-
tage territory"? Does the territorializa�on of religious heritage nourish a wider process of urban 
heritage development and tourism enhancement on a regional and/or na�onal scale? How does the 
management of these urban legacies relate to the duty to remember? How is the heritage of the 
colonial building conceived by the ins�tu�ons, the elites and the popular classes? How does the reflec-
�on on this ques�on fit into the major contemporary debates, such as postcolonial or subaltern 
studies? Finally, how do these posi�ons relate to na�onalism?

These are only a few issues that we intend to explore during the plenary sessions and to opera�onalize 
during the workshops by training students, emerging scholars and young professionals in the use of 
innova�ve methodological tools. Indeed, three workshops will pull different threads of the nexus 
between ci�es, urban change and heritage management issues, by mobilizing various approaches and 
disciplines, as well as geotechnologies and digital humani�es. 

winterspy.hypotheses.org/pakistan

Venue -  Inst i tute  of  Bus iness  Administ rat ion -  Karachi

CITIES, URBAN CHANGE 
AND HERITAGE MANAGEMENT 

THROUGH GEOTECHNOLOGIES 
AND DIGITAL HUMANITIES

November 21-26

2022

https://winterspy.hypotheses.org/pakistan
https://winterspy.hypotheses.org/pakistan


The Winter School will be organized as follows: 

 [DAY 1] Training in plenary sessions at the beginning of the school: presenta�ons will introduce
various thema�c and methodological aspects of research and field prac�ces.

 [DAY 2 to 5] Three methodological and mul�disciplinary workshops las�ng each four days will
address these issues from various cross-cu�ng perspec�ves, and will discuss theore�cal models,
case studies, analy�cal tools, survey methods, data collec�on, etc.

 [DAY 5] Knowledge-res�tu�on and debate: par�cipants of each workshop will work on a mock
research project based on the four days of training and make their oral presenta�on before recei-
ving their training cer�ficate.

Methodological workshops 
Each student will have to choose at the �me of registra�on a workshop among the three proposed 
below: 

 Workshop 1 – Heritage, public space and collaborative mapping: conceptions, practices and 
appropriations
This workshop will focus on the prac�ces of public space in connec�on with opera�ons of 
preserva-�on and enhancement of local architectural heritage, both ini�ated by public authori�es 
and by ci�zen ac�ons. For that, the mastery of the Geographic Informa�on System (GIS) is useful to 
realize opera�ons of census, topographic inventory and thema�c cartography from localized data 
and sta�s�cs. Free so�wares will be privileged for the applica�on exercises aiming at the mastery of 
the interfacing techniques of cartographic corpuses and various data. More oriented towards civil 
society, the free OpenStreetMap so�ware is a global for par�cipatory and collabora�ve cartography 
allowing the enrichment of spa�alized informa�on in real �me. Students will be introduced to the 
principles of acquisi�on and extrac�on, but also to the interpreta�on of geographic informa�on 
from local fieldwork ac�vity to be�er ques�on the heritage as a tool for local development and a 
privileged support of urban policies.
 Workshop 2 – City, architectural space and monuments: heritage perceptions, uses and 
management 
This workshop aims to explore the range of structural and dynamic relationships between the city 
and its urban heritage. Once the definitional foundations have been laid, the workshop will place 
the analysis of the urban and monumental dynamics within a long-term view, paying attention to 
pre-Mughal monumental architecture, to the establishment of imperial architecture, and to the 
forms of appropriation and management of these legacies during the colonial and post-colonial 
periods. Thinking about the city today through its relationship with architectural space also 
requires us to question not only state and regional policies of conservation and heritage 
management but also to look at the forms of appropriation of urban space by civil society. Finally, 
the methodological part of the workshop will present different practical tools: the identification of 
sources and archival research, bibliographic orientation, museum practices, urban walking and 
commented tours, 3D digitization of monuments and the constitution of digital replicas. The 
sessions will alternate between general reflections, presentations of case studies and application 
in the field.
 Workshop 3 – Interrogating the city from document to archive

The objec�ve of this workshop is to introduce the par�cipants to the history of archival prac�ces, 
the changing status of official documenta�on within different ins�tu�onal frameworks and na�onal 
agendas over �me in South Asia, to the existence of private and some�mes invisible archives as well 
as providing a hands-on approach to the tools, methodologies, issues and ethics at play in the 
digital turn of the 21st century. The workshop par�cipants will be introduced to several archives in 
Karachi (such as the Sindh Archives, the Ci�zen Archive of Pakistan) as well as other recent archival 
ini�a-�ves across South Asia, ranging from oral history to photography, from small family 
collec�ons to large-scale digi�za�on at a regional level. Though on a topical level, the workshop will 
interrogate a variety of media and data, the par�cipants will be encouraged to develop a cri�cal 
gaze and build a prac�cal engagement with the possibili�es and limita�ons as well as the 
prac�cali�es and methodo-logies of interroga�ng the city, here Karachi, through its many archives.
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Eligibility
 With a limit of forty-five selected trainees, the target audience of the Social Sciences Winter 
School in Karachi is mainly composed of doctoral students belonging to all fields in social sciences, 
as well as of Master students, postgraduates, advanced BA students and of engineers and young 
faculty members. Trainees will be selected on the basis of their qualifica�ons, while considering 
the value of the training with regards to their research or professional projects. The Winter School 
in Karachi will end with the presenta�on of cer�ficates to all par�cipants.

Trainers
 The team of trainers will be from various disciplinary backgrounds and will be interna�onal,
composed of young and senior researchers origina�ng from Pakistani and French Universi�es, as
well as from research centers of excellence.

Venue
 The plenary sessions, the trainings and the last day dedicated to knowledge and project
presenta�on by trainees with the delivery of cer�ficates will be held at the Ins�tute of Business
Administra�on (IBA), Karachi. Several side ac�vi�es (exhibi�ons, concerts, visits, etc.) will even-
tually take place at the Alliance Française de Karachi (AFK) or elsewhere in downtown Karachi.

Steering commi�ee
 Rémy Delage, codirector of the CEIAS (CNRS-EHESS)

 Michel Boivin, codirector of the CEIAS (CNRS-EHESS)

 Dr. S. Akbar Zaidi, Execu�ve Director (IBA)

 Ms Aqsa Jawed, Lecturer at IBA

 Ms. Shehreena Amin, Senior Manager External Linkages (IBA)

Registra�on
 The deadline for submission of applica�on is September 20th, 2022

 Please fill in and submit the electronic form here

Selected students 
 Par�cipants will be selected by the steering commi�ee and the coordinators of each workshop,
and informed about their par�cipa�on by October, 1st 2022.

 Each student will be appointed to a specific workshop according to their vows.

 Par�cipants will only be provided access to the teaching facili�es through a personal badge.

 A�endance is mandatory throughout the week and at all event ac�vi�es.

For more informa�on

 Facebook page: @winterschoolkarachi

 Website: winterspy.hypotheses.org/pakistan

 Email contact: winterschoolkarachi@gmail.com

Ins�tu�onal partners and funders
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